
Dear Representative / Senator :

I am writing you to express my interest in a DNR proposed plan to expand the designated equestrian trails at Ortonville State Recreation Area to include a 25-mile outer loop. These trails currently exist and are published in some hiking books, but are not officially designated or maintained by the DNR.

Having a larger trail system will attract more users to the park, both from within Michigan and from other states.  Expanding the trail system will allow users to follow different trails each day when staying at Ortonville for multiple days. The current trails, while enjoyable, only provide about 3 hours of riding for the outside loop (at a slow walk). At current, Ortonville has only one rustic cabin and may expand that to three. The expanded trails for multi-day horseback riding or foot hiking trips will encourage more use of these cabins. 

Equestrian trails at Ortonville are not just for horses and their riders. They are shared with hikers, cross-country skiers, and snowmobilers. Portions of the trail system are open to hunting and the trails provide access to hunters throughout the year. 

Designating the 25-mile outer loop for equestrian use will also engage the Ortonville Recreation Equestrian Association (OREA) to assist the DNR in improving, maintaining, and promoting the trails. OREA is a 501(c)(3) organization and an official Friends group with the Ortonville State Recreation Area.

We urge you to support and encourage DNR’s official designation of these trails at Ortonville State Recreation Area.

Thank you for your continued  service to the State of Michigan and representing the voices of our district.

Sincerely,

Cc:  Rebecca Humphries, Director

        Michigan Department of Natural Resources

        Mason Building, Sixth Floor

        P.O. Box 30028,

        Lansing, MI  48909

